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Trial Testlmony

|
Under standmg the Basics l\
i B

1

The Process: Don’t Panic!

m Usually, Risk will be contacted by the. Atlomey s
General's (AG) office - : 3 <
9 Y
m Risk is your liaison:
n We will coordinate schedlﬂes, “
s Communicate with the AG, ‘ \
s Prepare you to give lL‘;llm(my, | AN
u Provide you with any documents you mlght need,
and

|
a Accompany you to court, \ | I
|

Giving Testimony: 3 Sources

s Memory o :
o Independent or Refreshed Recollectlon 4

9
4] {

m Documentation .
u Based on what you read

s Custom & Practice

n “l always do it this way...” ,_,f- g

BN SR 5
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Giving Testimony: Memory

m Independent Recollection

m “Refreshed” Recoﬂecti‘on &h
/|

m NO Recollection ' \

Giving Testimony: Memory

u To the best of your ablhty and recollecuon 7
w Do not speculate or gu'ess i
I
| /]
m Don’t be afraid to admlt that you on't /
remember / ‘
/ ot |
m Keep it simple: tell the truth! | .

Giving Testimony

m Whatif | can’t remember anythmg about==y

this patient? 5 i 2
6 |
4] i

m Can | look at my notg':s“ in the chart

—3

m Whatif my documeéntation isn't the,
greatest? '




Giving Testimony: Documentation

m The Medical Record

m Other documents
m Weather report
m Newspaper

|
= Your own writingé \ ‘
S — | [ '
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Giving Testimony:
Custom & Practice

m It's not written down anywhe1e
a And [ don’t remember doing it.

= So how can I testify that 1t heq)peued7 )

! l
u Because I always... /|

a Seclude the patient from others when ask.mg about

domestic violence;

u Ask the admitting clerk to/call the Rape Crisis
Advocate when someone says they’ve been-assaulted;

u Put the head of the bed up with a patient tlvho has a

gravid abdomen;

u Look patients in the cycs when speakmg with thcm

Direct Examination

m Open-ended quesnons, ca]ls for Complete
answers.. i

= “And then what did yqu do?” ‘ |
1

“What did you mean by that?” |
" "What did you see?”/ | ‘ \

Cross Examination

s Questions which suggest the answers ==y

# Usually designed to eI1c1t a” Yes 1
1esp0nse
“This is your handwu{mg, couect?”

”Yom jobis to document your fmdmgs, I

that right?”

s “If you thought the patient needed tlreatment
you would have called for help, wouldn t

you?” / \ |
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Tips & Tricks

m Speculation

m "I assume...” el

-“Isuppose...” ol §

I guess... i

m Over~Answer|ng " \ l!

s “Yes, I know what time I, cared for the patlent
because I had a really bad night and was !stracted
by a precipitous delivery and that took 2 hours...

s “Well, the last time I had one of these patlehts she
wasn't being truthful...”

= "I saw a 3 cm laceration and it was defi mt!e!y caused |

by forcible penetratmn

ol - &

Tips & Tricks

m Feeling the pu]l of a]leglance to one sider or

another.. 1

m Remember: yOu Ie rLOI: Dll allyUHL b S
m Stay focused on your, professmnal
don’t be intimidated..,

a Don't let them make you feel like yo

or hiding something if youLcan ‘t gwe the

answer they want!
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